My journey of overcoming suffering and family tragedies to
become a contributing member of society. The overwhelming
sense of accomplishment you can obtain when you don’t give
up, don’t get down, and strive to succeed is within us all if you
believe.

I was born and raised in the land of Xuan Loc - Long Khanh
in February 1975. Many times my mother had to tell us why
our families "drifted" in this remote rural area with rubber
trees, rugged landscape, coffee farms and unique tropical
fruits trees that sustained us.

She alsohelped us understand a phrase usually implied for a
Vietnamese woman that we never forgot:: “Tai gia tong phu,
Xuat gia tong phu”, which translates like this,"Before
marriage, a lady is to be submitted to her father; After
marriage, a lady is to be submitted to her husband”... I once
remember our grandmother say, "Yes, married women must
follow their husbands, and if the husbands must go to the
most dangerous places like snake or tiger caves, the wives
must go along as well!” Long Khanh was a “snake cave” at
the time with bombs that could go off anytime. My father’s
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military assignment was located in this unhospitable town
and my mother followed him.

Mother left behind the misty romantic Dalatcity and her
small elementary school, Da Thien, with its cute little
students with red cheeks and lips. They always wore colorful
sweatersand loved to spend time with their young teacher
during recess periods. It was very difficult and emotional to
leave her homeland behind. Being completely selfless, she
left everything to follow my father to Long Khanh and
started a new life with him.

Xuan Loc town was famous for "sunny dust, rain and mud,"
and not to forget it was a battlefield where bombs lay-in-wait
everywhere along the road. Too often innocent people were
killed or maimed because the bombs exploded. Every night,
my father had to carefully navigate those roads to report to
his station, my mother always stayed up and prayed until he
was safely returned home.

My father attended the famous Military Academy in Dalat
and he was a brave one! From the fiery fronts in central,
western and tactical areas and then in the 18th Division Xuan
Loc- a famous landmark of the sterling final battle of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam. He and his team
fought with courage against the odds until the last minute
before it all ended in1975.

My mother attended Dong Khanh University and she was the
center of attention with long, shiny beautiful hair and so
feminine in her long purple dress. She had stolen many
young men hearts in the ancient town of Hoi An, where she
was born and raised. Then, during a military marching event
through this small town, my father’s handsome image’
replete in his military uniform caught her attention! She
would never feel the same. Shortly after, my father became
one of the members of the "Tran Xuan" family. They
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married in1967!

Mother did not foresee the changes that would take place in
her life when she decided to follow my father. Constantly on
a move depending on where my father needed to report for
his assignment. At times it seemed to be too much but the
words of her mother kept her spirits up. After the fall of
Saigon on April 30" 1975, my father was captured and
placed in the “re-educational camp” by the Communist party.
He left behind a young wife with five children ranging from

seven years old to two months old. I was the youngest one of
all.

I was born in Long Khanh in February 1975, but I was able
to “enjoy’ the freedom that our family had for only 2
months. The day they took our father away was the darkest
day of our lives as it was for so many families in the same
set of circumstances. My father, a Lieutenant Colonel for the
South Vietnam Republic Army, was imprisoned for 10
unimaginable years as a result of the fall of Saigon. We were
not “lucky” to be among the 1.5 million Vietnamese who
were able to escape the country during the 1975-1985 period.

During the time my father was in prison, my mother
symbolically reminded me of the “stork™ in the famous poem
by Tran TeXuong:

“Quanh nam bubn bdn ¢ ven sdng,
Nubi dii nim con véi mét chong.

Lan 16i than co kh iquéng vang,

Eo s€0 mdt nwée budi do dong

Mt duyén hai no au danh phan,

Nam nang muwoi mwa ddm quan cong...
Translation:

“Year round traded on the river edge
Supporting five kids and a husband
Self-sacrifices throughout the journey
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A caring touch of a dazzling soul
Love destiny has sealed the fate
Through rainy night or any sunlit day...”

After 1975, our mother continued to be an elementary
teacher in Long Khanh. Her goal was to keep all of us in
school and educate us properly by any means necessary. At
young ages, we all knew that education was very important
to our mother and we did not want to disappoint her.Though
she was extremely busy with her overflowing daily routine,
our mother always helped us with our homework.

Losing our country to the Communist party, my family lost
everything. After hard work and consciously saving, my
mother managed to buy a small house so we could at least
settle in and have a place to call home.In order for her to
earn extra incomes, she would teach at the school in the
morning, andset up some extra tables to provide tutoring to
the children in the neighborhood in the afternoon. She
utilized her time wisely, making sure all five of her children
were studying during this time as well.

Unfortunately, the house my mother worked so hard to
purchase, burned after a mere six months of occupancy. It
was not nearly enough time to call this house a home. One
day, while she was teaching in class, suddenly a young man
running into her classroom and informed her hastily: "Dear
teacher-your entire house is burning down! The neighbor
was cooking foods for their pigs, and your house caught on
fire! We could not get to your front door because it was
locked, all of your children might be inside!” My mother
froze. Her entire body went numb. So many horrible things
ran through her mind. She could not bear to think of losing
her children. My mother frantically made it to the haft-
destroyed house, thankfully discovering her children were
hiding under the table in a neighbor’s house. When my
mother initially arrived, the door to the house had been
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locked and her children were still unaccounted for. Later,
when asked what happened, my oldest sister said that she
saw too many people running. In the commotion, she did not
want people stealing our clothes and appliances in the house,
so she locked the door before she managed to take all four of
us to safety. After the fire, we lost everything my mother had
worked so hard to achieve.

The principal of the school my mother was employed at, was
kind enough to give us one of the empty classrooms to stay
at while we got back on our feet. All teachers extended their
helping hands. They gave us clothes and foodto get through
the night. Theycleaned the room and tried to make it to look
as similar to a “house” as possible. We were
literallyhomeless, and my mother did not know what to do
from there, but at the time, she had her children with her and
that was the most important thing in her life right at the
moment!

When 1 was two years old, I had severe fever, shallow
breathing and total paralysiscaused by a mosquito bite. Sadly
for me the local Long Khanhhospital threw their hands up in
futility as they were ill-equipped to deal with such a
condition. The hospital urgently advised my mother to move
me to Saigon Children's Hospital. At that time, the hospital
did not have ambulance services so she was on her own to
take care for me! My mother returned home and after asking
her colleagues to take care for my siblings she set off with
me helplessly in her arms on a rickety smoke belching bus.
We arrived at Saigon Children’s hospital late that night.

When we got to the hospital, I was not able to be seen
because the doctors and nurses were busy in the emergency
room. The scene was so chaotic with children, babies and
entire families sprawled in the hallway waiting for their turn.
The air hung heavy with the desperate cries of mothers
begging the personnel to save their children: “Please save my
child” echoed loudly down the halls.
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My mother tried desperately to find a gentle face,
sympathetic nurse or doctor to check on me but they all
seemed to be so busy! Looking at me with my eyes
completely shut and my steaming body because of the fever,
tears were streaming down from her face and she hugged me
tightly. My mother realized that she needed to do something,
otherwise, I would die that night. Spotting a physician who
just walked out of the ICU,my mother ran to him and
dropped to her knees at his feet, then cradling me with one
arm she grabbed his foot with her free hand to catch his
attention. At the time, she completely forgot who she was,
she had no pride and her only mission right at the moment
was to save her own daughter by all means! Either from
shock or concern he gave his attention. She gave him the
medical records from Long Khanh hospital and begged him
to look at my helpless body. Luckily, he paused and
reviewed the record and when he saw my last name “Cao
Xuan...” his face lighted up and asked if we were related to
the famous physician Cao Xuan Vy. Without hesitation, my
mother said, “Yes, he’s my uncle!”That reply was my way to
recovery! I got admitted to the ICU right away and they had
to give me blood transfusions. I received the best care by the
doctors and the nurses. I still have the scars from that time
because they had to try so many times to establish an
intravenous line so they could give me blood as well as
electrolytes and medications that I required.

My mother’s quick thinking and action saved me! I was not
doctor Cao Xuan Vy’s niece at all, we just happened to have
the same last name, my mother still felt very bad about lying
but I’'m thankful to her. I would not be here in this world
without her quick action.

Eventually, I was able to recover and reunite with my
siblings in Long Khanh. We continued with our struggle to
survive. There were days we didn’t have enough food to eat,
but my mother never gave up, she would do anything to
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make ends meet and also saved enough money and food to
visit my father in the North. Each time, she had to leave her
children to the relatives to care for us. My oldest sister and
older brother were able to accompany her, leaving three
younger children, including myself to our aunt and uncle. I
was not able to see my father until I was eight years old
when they moved my father to another “re-educational
camp” in the South. The reunion was very emotionalbecause
it was the first time that [ ever seen my real father. In school
I was always teased by classmates for not having a father
around. Now I could finally tell my classmates that I indeed
had a father! And he was a hero to me.

With the International pressure to rally the Communist
Vietnamese government to release these military personnel,
my father was finally released in 1989 after 14 years in
prison! Despite going through the darkest days of his life in
prison, my father was able to hold his head high for he had
served our country and my family honorably. Now his focus
was helping my mom raise their children.

We all were able to attend schools, but my older siblings
were not allowed to attend college and university due to our
“bad history” because my father was not one of them!

In time we migrated to the United States for a new start.
Through the support of the Vietnamese American
Community, the United States government allowed over
300,000 political prisoners, including my father, to migrate
with their families to the United States under the
Humanitarian Program for the Former Political Detainees,
popularly called Humanitarian Operations (HO) program.

Although coming to the United States was a new beginning,
our difficulties were not over. As a teenager, being treated
as an “outsider” because of my inability to speak English,
was extremely difficult and often times very depressing.
However, through self-discipline, hard work, and
determination, I taught myself English and continued to
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excel in my education. I have never used my past or
upbringing as an excuse to give up. Quite the opposite; it
has instilled in me the passion and drive to make a better life
for myself, my family, and my community. I am honored and
proud to be in a profession where I can serve my Vietnamese
and Asian community. Through my ability to give back, I
am allowed to utilize my experience in healthcare to provide
exceptional patient care, on a daily basis. As an active
member of many associations that cater to the Asian
community, including my involvement with the Vietnamese
Pharmacist Association, I have the
opportunity to go above and
beyond, which is a privilege I take
very seriously. I have chosen a
career that allows me the ability to
make a difference in this world.
Because of my compassion and
love for humankind and the
welfare of others, I enjoy the daily
reminder of the impact I strive to

make.

Spring 2016
Christina Cao (aka Cao Xuan Thanh Ngoc K14/2)

****A note to Dr. Cao Xuan Vy***

Dear Dr. Cao Xuan Vy, my mother, out of desperation and
with the implication to save her daughter’s life, she used
your name and reputation to get the hospital personnel’s
attention to help me. Because of her quick action, | was able
to survive and still be alive today! After my mother had told
me about this story, | have been determined and committed
myself to work in the medical field so | would have a chance
to help others. If you are by chance, reading these words, |
hope you will forgive us and please accept our greatest
gratitude. I hope you are proud of who | have become and |
promise that I will never let you down.
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HINH | °
CHA

Cha lai vé trong énh lia thiéng.
béem Vs Bi
Tréng, chiéng, giuc gia.
Hdn stté, anh linh, dét la.

Vén té qué ngudi, cé lanh khéng cha?

Cha Igi vé trong dliéu\ xot xal
Al odn, bi ca.
Hai ken truy diéu.
Phit mac niém niu Iéng ai didu

Trat tam tinh, Pa hiéw, thiét tha.

Cha lai vé trong khiic quan ca
Vi quéce déan xé gi mang séng!
Béng Cha in cd thigng, 1dng long
Méu Lac Hong, khi phéch bay xa.

Cha vé trong hinh déu ;Z\Iplr\a.'
Trén gt vai, béng tén, mi da..
Tv‘ong qudn pl/\L./\C/ l/\LXV\g anh, sang lo&

Qua céau chuyén, lia dan, xéng pha.
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Cha vé ngang ndi nhd qué’r quay
T cai budi: démg cay, vén nudc
Cha vé trong tiéng thd dai thuom thuot
O bao nam, méy truot kidm tim!
Cha c6 vé ’rlf\é\y lai qué minh
Bang i ren, biéu tinh, dén oén
Rdw\g da cl/\é’r, va bién da can,

Rudng khd han, ngdp man lau »ail

Cha cé vé nhin céi ac lén ngoi,
Chuc la déo, déi gian, man tra.
Thia doan..8i mang ngudi cé ra

Vo vét vao, rdi im cach bay xal

Cha cé vé dé ’rl/\éy |<|/\6n9 cha?

Quéc Vinh K.24/2

TO QUOC GHI ON
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Ha Ngi muén doi van thiét tha
Nhitng ngay xwa dy, xa thét xa
Nhueng con vieong van trong téi mdi
Ca mét thoi tho, chcfng nhat nhoa.

Tucson dang vao Dong, du noi ddy mang khi hau ctua

mot vung sa mac nhung khi mua Bong dén, thi Tucson ciing
run ray vi nhiing ludng khi lanh tir mién Béc thoi Xuong, hay
anh huong nhing con bao tir Mexico th01 lén. Ngbdi cudn
minh trong tam chan day com, t6i dwa mat lo dang nhin qua
khung ctra s6. Bau troi hém nay mang mot mau xam duc,
mot ludng gié thoi qua hat tung nhimg chiéc 1a vang vira lia
canh dang 1o liing trong khong gian, mot canh chim lac 1ong
bay ngang, budng vai tiéng kéu rdi rac va tiéng hat Tran Thai
Hoa trdm 4m vang 1én tir dan may:
“Ha Noi chiéu nay troi khéng budng ning. Phd vang nghiéng
nghiéng canh cay kho, quan coc liu riu mot cau tho, ho Tay,
hd Tay tim mo. Ha Noi chidu nay 10ng bao ndi nhé.Ta nhd
dém nao lanh d6i tay, hoi 4m trao nhau tudi tho ngay, tuéng
nhu, tudng nhu con day....”
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Co6 mot cai gi do nghe chot budn voi voi, nghe chot nhd
ménh mang. Ha Noi, phai rdi Ha Noi ctia nhitng ngdy xa xua
14m nhu chot tro vé day, vé trong tri nhé cia toi bay gid.
T6i xa Ha Noi da 1au 1am rdi, khong phai ndm 1én mudi tim
nhu nhac si Anh Béng, ma 14 ndm toi 1én tdm tudi. Du xa Ha
Noi khi con rat bé, nhung toi van con giit nhidu ky @c vé
thanh phd nay va lan dau tién khi tré lai Ha Noi sau 25 nim
xa cach, nhan dip thim chdng toi bi bat di ti, bi giam tai trai
Ha Nam Ninh ndm 1979, t6i da lam mot vong tham lai noi
xua va cling da an toan tr¢ lai nha ma khong bi lac 16i ve.
T6i nhé 14 khi muon ¢6 em ho chiée xe dap dé mot minh di
tham lai nhimg cin nha xua, ngdi trudng cii,nhitng khu ph
quen, nhitng con dudng ma ngdy nao, di nhiéu lan in dau
bude chan sao nho ciia con bé hay mong mo lac di va vé
hoc. Khi t6i néi, toi thuc 10ng mubn duoc nhin lai cai thanh
phé di 6m ap biét bao ky niém ém dém mot thoi tho du xa
xua, ¢o0 to1 da hoi:
_ Chau con c6 nh¢ duong khong ma dam di mot minh?
_Chau nghi 1a chau con nhé. Hon nita chau cling cha di
dau ngoai nhitng noi ngay xua chau di timg &, timg song.
Vi lai Ha Noi ctia ¢6 dau c6 16n gi bao nhi€éu ma c6 s¢ chau
di lac, hi... hi...Néu t6i ma co khong thay chau vé thi co di
bao cong an co tré lac 1a xong chir gi.
Diéu may man cho t6i 1a Ha Noi ciia nim 1979 khong thay
d6i bao nhiéu, néu khong mudn noi 1a cha co gi thay doi ké
tir ndim 1954. Van nhing can nha ci réu phong, tudng vo6i
loang 16, duong phd van nho bé chat hep. Van chiéc tau dién
cii k¥ chay trén duong ray véi tiéng chudéng kéu leng keng
nhu ngdy nao. Vi t6i, néu c6 d6i thay d6 chi 1a Ha Noi
khong con mang vé sam uét, nhon nhip nhu trudc, ma trai
lai c6 mot vé budn té thé nao 4y. Nhitng con phd quen thudc
ngay xua nay da mang tén la. Nhitng con ngudi cua ngay
nay khong phai 1a nguoi cia mudn niam cil nita, ké ca tiéng
n6i nghe chat chua, la 1am lam sao. Giong noi thanh lich,
dang diéu sang ca cua Ha Noi ngay xua di di dau roi. Ha
Noi than yéu ngay nao cua toi gio chi con lai 1a nhiing ky
niém ma thoi.
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Va by gio, trong cin phong 4m cliing & mot noi that xa
x61 nay, t6i dd dé long minh nhd vé mot Ha Noi dau yéu
ngay nao, Ha Noi cua nhiing ngay thang cu da séng lai
trong t61 that ngot ngao, that gan gii, am ap va ém dém:

T61 khong biét gia dinh minh hoi cu vé Ha Noi bao gid vi
lac Ay toi con qua nho. Chi biét 1a khi & Ha Noi gia dinh toi
da thay d6i nha & dén may lan.

Lan thtr nhat & nha s 120 bis phd Chansaumes.Tai day B
t6i m& nha in Minh Tuén. Sau d6 don vé s§ 15 Trin Nhan
Ton, con goi la phé Nha thuong chita mét, vi & trén con
duong nay c6 mot nha thwong chita mit cho dan chung.
Ngay do, moi khi di hoc phai di ngang qua nha thuong, toi
rat s¢ khi nhin thay nhimg nguoi bi dau mat, thuong che
mat bang mot miéng vai trang, ng01 day trén 1¢ duong. Con
bé ludn ludn di nip sau lung u gia, dé rdi sau do chay vut
mot cai qua 1é duong bén kia ma tho. O dia chi nay, nha in
van con hoat dong, nhung khi don dén s6 100 phd T6 Hién
Thanh thi B6 déng cira nha in, thi khéng 1am nita. Can nha
sau cung 1a s 17 Mai Hic Pé noi gia dinh t6i ¢ lau nhat,
trude khi ra Hai Phong, & tai phd Cat Dai, nha bac t6i dé
cho 1én tau thuy vao Nam.

M3i can nha déu dé lai trong t6i nhimng ky niém that sau
sac.

Cin nha dau tién s6 120 bis suyt bi chdy. Nguyén do la
vi con bé choi ndu com bang lira ngay canh kho chta
gidy.Néu hom dé khong nho cic chii cong nhan dang lam
viéc xtm vao chita chay thi chic san nghiép ciia bd me toi
da tiéu ra tro.Hom d6 Me da phai dem t6i di ddu ¢ nha bac
hang x6m dé tranh con thinh nd cua B4.

Can nha & phd Tran Nhan Tén thi ¢6 ma. Nhimng ngudi
hang x6m ké cho bd me t6i nghe vé viéc hai anh tho hd khi
xdy nha, da chét, khi té tir trén gian gido xudng. Nhiing
ngudi thué nha trude ciing ndi, thinh thoang hovan thiy hai
nguoi hién ra di t6i, di lui trong san va bién mat tai chan cau
thang noi bi té. BS t61 khong tin nhitng chuyén ma quai
nham nhi, nhung c6 nhitng sy kién khong thé giai thich ma
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sau ndy Me ké cho chiing toi nghe, sau khi da don dén ¢ nha
khéc.

D6 14 viéc me t6i va dlra em trai bi dm cing mot ngay. Hom
d6 1a chi nhat, B t6i di dén nha ban choi mat chugc. Bb
viua ra khoi nha duoc mot luc thi théng em trai toi, méi
duoc ba tudi, dang ngdi choi bdng khoc thét 1én nhu co ai
danh,Midt n6 dd bung, chan tay giat lia lia. Me t6i chay lai
bé n6 thi dot nhién ba ciing bi ngd vat ra nha, mit ciing do
bung 1én, chén tay cling bi giat nhu em t6i. Bac va cd to1
ngdi & gan do, thiy vay chay lai d& hai nguoi, sau khi sai
chi toi di moi bac si va goi bd t6i ve. Bo t6i vé trude, khi
ong vira mo canh cira phong va Ién tiéng goi me toi thi
trong nha ca hai me con déu tinh lai nhu khong hé bj cai gi.
Sau d6 co toi ké lai cho b t6i nghe 14 khi ¢6 bé em t6i, ctr
mdi khi di vao goc phong chd gan chan cau thang 1a em toi
lai khoc thét 1én. Me t6i thi noi thdy c6 hai ngudi dan 6ng
doi bat ca hai me con, hai nguoi ciing tir géc nha dé di ra.
Giai thich cho viéc tai sao me va em t6i tinh cung mot luc
khi b t0i vé, bac bao vi bd t6i tudi Mao, me va em ti déu
tudi Ty. Hai con ma ciing tudi Ty, khic tudi véi bd toi nén
so' ma phai bo di.Toi khong hiéu diéu nay c6 dung khong,
nhung co6 mdy lan hién tuong nay xay ra, cr b6 toi vé thi lai
hét. Vay phai giai thich nhu thé nao day. Can nha do, nghe
noéi sau ndy c6 may gia dinh khac dén thué déu khong &
duoc.

Can nha toi thich 1a s6 100 T6 Hién Thanh. Chu nha
cho bd me t6i thué trén gac. Dung ¢ ban cong toi co thé
nhin thiy xa xa d4m sen hong trén hd Bay Mau, nhung cai
t6i thich nhét lai 1a vuon hong ctia cha nha. Sang nio, trude
khi leo 1én xe dap cho B6 ché di hoc, con bé bit B phai
dung cho mot ti cho con gai ngam nhimg bong hdng trong
nang som va hit mot hoi that dai nhu dé lay hét “huong thom
ctia hong vao nguol 10i méi chiu leo 1én xe B4 chi cudi vo
dau con gai, noi: “ Con gai ciia b that. ...

Don vé s6 17 Mai Hic D€, ca nha déu hai long.V6i Me thi
gan chg Hém, vé6i ching t6i thi gan phd Hué. Phb Hué co
tiém kem Cam Binh, c¢6 tiém com tAm gio cha va nhat 1a c6
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rap cinéma Ha Noi ndam ¢ goc phd Hué va Tran Nhan Tén,
noi da cho tudi tho cua toi nhitng gidy phat tuyét voi. O dé
t6i dd say mé v6i Na Tra trong Hoa thiéu Hong Lién Ty, v6i
Zorro bit mat, vdi Tarzan va con khi Chiquita ma tiéng hu
cia Tarzan ngan doi khong quén. Roi nhitng con khing
long, that dung la kinh khing, nén lac xem phim con bé s¢
lam, iy tay che mit lai nhung ciing vin con to mo hé mat
dé coi, roi bi thing em trai ché:“ Con gai nhat nhu cay”.
Trén phé Hué con mot rap ciné nita d6 1a rap Pai Nam,
khac voi rap ciné Ha Noi la rap ban vé dé)ng hang cho tré
con.Rap nay lich sy hon, chiéu toan phim néi tiéng nhu Quo
Vadis, Waterloo Bridge, Hiép si Gi va cong chiia Chau Mai,
Charlot, va nhiig phim hoat hinh cua Walt Disney...Chang
t61 chi dugc xem 6 rap nay, nhung khi di cung B6 Me.

Ha Noi c6 nam ho ndi tiéng d6 1a: HO Tay, h6 Tric
Bach, ho Bay Mau, hd Guom hay hd Hoan Kiém va hd
Thién Quang hay con goi 1a hd Halais( Ha Le).

Ho Tay t6i duge di dén do6 hai lan dé xem BS Me choi
pédale I’eau ( xe dap nudc). HO Trac Bach thi chi duoc nhin
théy tir xa khi di coi nguoi ta dung thuyén thing hai sen trén
h6 Bay Mau. Riéng voi h6 Hoan Kiém va hd Ha Le (ching
t61 thuong goi bang cai tén nay) thi co nhiéu diéu gin b6
hon, gan gili hon véi tudi tho cia toi.

Truong Thénh Mau hay Saint Paul, noi t6i hoc, nam
trén duong Nha Tho, gan H6 Guom.Nhitng hom tan hoc,
khong mudn di bo vé nha toi hay dén bot Hang Trong toa
lac ngay ké hé Guom noi bd t6i 1am viée, dé chd bb deéo vé
nha. Tuy lam viéc & bot canh binh nhung bd t6i lai 1a Tham
ta bén dan sy. Mdi khi toi dén bot im BS, may chu canh
binh gic cira hay tréu t6i, bét toi phai chao cac chu theo 15i
nha binh méi cho t6i vao. Toi cting dau cii lai:

_ B chau khong phai canh binh, chau khong biét chao
kiéu ay.

Nghe cac chu ké lai, B6 cudi bao:

_ Con bé nay tinh né van buéng nhu thé day

Trong khi chd bd tan so, t6i hay lang thang bén bo hd
nhit nhirg canh hoa gao do, nhitng bip da gia dé thoi. Bap
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da non roi xubng con twoi, c6 mau hdéng hong rat dep.
Nhung 1a tré thich th6i bup da nhur t61 lai khong thich vi n6
rat dé rach, khong dai bang nhimg bup gia, thoi 1én tron tron
dé thuong va lai bén nita. Nhit ddy mot cap sach xong, toi
di dan 1én phia Godard, tim 6ng Tau gia ban pha xa hung liu
rao: “ Pha xa lac rang noéng ron da...ay” mua mot goi roi
quay lai bot cho B6 chd vé.

Mot ky ni¢m nira voi hd Guom ma t6i con nhé mai. Do 1a
1an theo Me va chi toi di 18 & dén Ngoc Son. Trude khi vao
18, Me din chi:

_ Con ¢ ngoai ndy choi v6i em, trong né can than. Tinh

con bé nay hay mo mong, lang thang, nhd ma roi xubéng hd
thi khén.”
Nhung chi chi hon t6i hai tudi, 1am sao trong noi t6i.Thé 1a
chi cling mai choi quén mat em. Con toi, cai tinh mo mong
danh chet khong chtra, to1 dé chui vao mot goc phia sau dén,
ngoi xuong trén mot ré cay da to, bo lan xuong ho, tha hai
chan xudng nudc, nghich mot minh. Toéi cr ngoi do, trong
troi, trong nudc, trong may, mo mo, mong mong, ma khong
nghe tiéng moi nguoi 6n 4o goi tén minh khip noi. Sau
cling moi ngudi ciing tim thay t6i, va con bé ciing ngo ngac
khong hiéu tai sao Me lai 0m cimg liy minh ma khoc. Vé
sau nay, toi nghe nguoi 16n bao la t61 bi con ma cay da nd
gidu. Toi thi toi biét, cha €0 con ma nao no gidu ndi toi, cai
con bé cting dau, cimg cd, budng binh nay. Chi tai tinh t6i
va nhitng chd vang ling dé mo mong thé thoi. Toi pham
chinh la cai canh tri tinh lang, ém a va nén tho nay da hop
hén t6i, né khién t6i mé man quén hét moi viéc chung qua
nhthi co.

H6 Guom ciing 12 noi thudng hay mé chg phién. Véi
mot dira tré 1én tdm nhu toi thi cho phién cha c6 gi 1a hap
dan nhung c6 mot cai hap déan chinh 1a dugc di choi, dugce
ngam may co Thai trang,Tha1 den di voi may ong Tay ¢ hoi
cho, dep oi 1a dep, va nhét 13 dugc B Me mua cho d6 choi
va dan di an ¢ nha hang c6 mén 6c dau chién tam duong
mdi ngon lam sao.
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Néu c6 ai hoi t6i hd nao dep nhét thi cau tra 10i ludn
ludn 1 hé Guom vi hd Guom c6:

May trang lang thang in mdt ho
Liéu mém ri la, nhe nhw mo
Thép riva tram mdc soi béng nirde
Thé Huc hitng ho gieo y tho.

Khi di hoc ¢6 Bb ché hay u gia dit d&én trudong, nén con
be khong lang thang dé vao 16p tré dugc, nhung khi di hoc
vé thi cha c6 ai don, vi thé t61 c6 quyén chon 16i di vé&. Nha
to1 nam & gin cho Hom, ¢ nhleu nga duong di tu truong
vé. Di theo phd Ba Tri¢u thi gan nhat nhung lai phai di qua
nha thuong chira mat va mot don linh tay, eo 01 sg 1am may
ong Tay den va may ngudi bing mat vai trang. Chi di qua
duong nay vao mua hoa siu ng va lac sdu dau trai thoi.Vi
hoa sau dep lam nhu nhimg vi sao nho roi day trén pho va
nhiing trai sdu non rung xudéng méi _ngon vo cung, dét dét,
chua chua, khong quén duoc. Nga vé di theo duong tau dién
1a Phd Hué, chi di vao mua He vi ¢6 hang kem Cam Binh,
mua mot cai kem vira di vira nhAm nhap con hanh phiic nao
bang. Nhung phai néi con duong dan Vé nha ma t6i mé nhat
lai chinh 1a con duong xa nhit, nga di vé trén duong Quang
Trung, c6 cai h6 Ha Le. Khong phai vi cai ho nay dep, cai
hd nay quen thuéc ma vi & gan hd c¢6 mot biét thy, toi tu dat
cho n6é mdt cai tén la biét thu hoa héng, vi trrdc nha la mot
vuon hong , hoa nd hau nhu quanh nam. Mdi lan di vé qua
d6 thé nao toi cling phai hai trdm mot bong méi chiu, c¢6 khi
bi gai cao chay mau ciing khong chira. Nhung thién bét
dung gian, mot hom toi dang cd ging bé mot bong gan hang
rao, thi tir dau, mot con cho berger that to nhéy x0 ra. N6
chdm vé phia toi sta am 1. Toi hoang hét 1ui lai, hon via 1én
mAy. Tay chan riu lai, khong chay duoc nira, ding that than
trude con cho cho den khi mgt dng cu tir trong nha budc ra,
cu dudi con cho di réi mo cira tién dén gan toi:

_ Tay chau chay mau kia, vao day ong bang lai cho.
Téi riu riu theo cu vao nha. Sau khi bing vét thuong
cho t6i va biét Iy do ban tay chay mau, cu dat toi ra vuon
cit cho t6i mot bo hdng 16n di mau. Khong thé ta duoc
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niém vui sudng cta toi nhu thé nao khi dugc 6m trong vong
tay nho bé mot bo hong 16n dén nhu thé, dep dén nhur thé va
thom dén nhu thé. Cai mui hoa hong thom thom nh¢ nhe,
ngay ngat nay da quyén rii va mé hoic toi sudt ca mot doi.
Cha thé ma by gio trong vuon nha tdi ¢o dén may chuc goc
hdng du mau.Sau ngay d6 t6i di tré thanh ban “vong nién”
ctia dng cu. Mdi khi di hoc vé qua do, bao gio toi ciing thiy
ong cu dung chd bén hang rao voi mot déa hong trong tay.
Hai 6ng chau lai ra ri tdim sy véi nhau mot lic bén vuon
hong. Sau thoi gian nghi heé, tr6 lai nién hoc moi, mot hom
di hoc vé ngang qua nhu thuong 18, t6i khong thay ong cu
nhu moi 1an, ma chi thay nhiing nguoi la ra vao tap nap nhu
nha dang c6 chuyén ban. Chic ong cu da di dau roi, toi
khong gap lai cy nita va cing tu d6 nhiing doa héng ciing
khong con c6 mdi khi di ngang day, nhung hinh anh ong cu
va nhitng bong hong ciia ong van mai mai con in trong tAm
tudng to1, to1 da khong quén nguoi dng nay.
H6 Ha Le con dem dén cho t6i mot niém vui nita 13 vao
nhimg ngay nghi, u gia hay dat chi em t6i di 1 & chua Quan
Thénh. Khi vé bao gio chi em t6i cling dugc an kem, uong
\ - 3 nudc dua
va duoc
tha  hod
dudi bt
nhitng
con
chudn
chuén 6t
bén  bo
ho.
Trén
i = duong di
vé nha, con c6 mot diéu khac cling quyén ril toi khong kem
nhing doa hong Do la cai cira hang ban mi, quén 4o va
gidy dép du kiéu, da mau, & gan truong.Oi, nhitng d6i gidy
moi dep lam sao! Cr twong twong dwoc di doi giay dy thi
hanh phuc biét 1a nhuong nao. Mot hom bd toi vé sém, ghé
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qua trudng don con, Bb bét gip t6i dang di miii vao ti kinh
cta tiém gidy. BS dinh goi t6i, nhung nghi sao Bb lai théi.
ROi B6 thdy t6i roi cira hang, di dugc vai bude lai quay tré
lai, tiép tuc dan miii vao ctra kinh mot lac léu.Théy vay luc
nay B6 méi 1én tiéng goi t6i. Nghe goi tén, toi quay lai:

_B6

_ Con thich d6i nao chi B6 mua cho

T6i budn budn ndi:

_ Khong duoc dau Bé oi, doi 4y ciia ngudi 16n ma, con
di khong vira dau.

_ Thé sao con nhin mai

_ Vino gidng doi giay ciia co bé Lo Lem 4y B a

_Thi ra thé.

Trude khi ti ho Ha Le, t6i phai di qua phé Hang Bong Tho
Nhuom. Mdi khi di qua chd nay, con bé phai chay that
nhanh vi hai cai so.

Cai so thir nhat 13 phai di qua nha to Hoéa Lo du chang
nhin thdy gi ngoai nhiing burc tudng xam xit, cao voi voi,
ngin cach v&i nhitng con dudng bén ngoai. Nhung véi dau
6c non ndt ciia mot dira tré, khi nhé dén nhiing chuyén
ngudi 16n ké vé nha tu nay, day diy nhiing bao tan xay ra
bén trong canh cira i, thi that chang mudn di gan né lam gi.
Nh& né bat minh thi sao, ngoai ra cir tréng may ong linh
Tay den géc cua, mét tréng dd, méi den xi, ma kinh 1am,
khiép 1am.

Cai s¢ thtr hai 1a ngay goc phd Hang Bong Thg Nhuom
va duong Quang Trung la nha cua mét gia dinh nguoi
Muong. Noi vé dan toc thleu sO chac chang ai 1a khong
nghe dén nhirng chuyén vé bua chu, vé thu, ngai: Nao la thu
so1 d4 vao bung, nao chuyén nudéi ma x6 trong nha ...van
van va van van. Trong dau lic d6 toan 1a nhiing chuyén
kinh khing, khiép hon ma khi B4 con mé nha in, t6i d c6
dip dugc doc Ién, vi B cam doc truyén, trén nhitng to in
sai, tho in virt khap noi. Bay gio di qua cin nha do thi phai
ba chan, bon cfmg, chay cho nhanh, néu khong né bat duogc
thu cho cai bung to tudng thi chét, va du nha n6 c6 hang rao
dam but, hoa dep oi 1a dep cling khong dam hai vi so ma x6
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dém ba hdn chin via thi lam sao. Oi, tudi tho sao ngdy ngd
thé nhi?

Nhimng dtra tré con nhu t6i, khong phai cai gi ciing biét
thuong thire nhu ngudi 16n. Voi toi, hat dua ngay Tét lam
sao ngon bang nhan hot bang, bui bui lam sao, béo béo 1am
sao. Bat sup mang cua 1am sao sanh bang chén banh khoai
nong hoi, an voi banh diy dau, va con biét bao nhiéu thir
nita, nao “xé cd” mét loai kem chanh, banh dui ga lam b?mg
bot chién gidng cai dui ga, nhung thir ma t6i mé nhat van 1a
cai nam dira ma mdi khi di chg vé u gia hay dui vao tay toi:

Nay an di khong em Tudn no thay lai mat an déy.

Céi nim dura sao ma ngot thé, mat thé.

Ha Noi c¢6 ba muoi sau phd phuong, c6 nhiéu danh lam
thrfmg canh, c6 nhiéu tai tu, giai nhan, nhung in sdu dam
trong t6i van chi 1a nhiing ai, va nhiing gi xay ra ¢ khu vuc
quanh nha, quanh truong, lién quan dén tré con nhu t6i ma
thoi.

Ai timg séng ¢ Ha Noi thoi gian tru6ec nam 1954, chic
khong quén ngudi vo si quyen anh n01 tiéng ciia Ha Noi luc
bay gi0, vo si Ngoc Long. Ong con rt tré va luc d6 dang 1a
thay day thé duc, thé thao cua hai truong Sainte Marie va
Saint Paul. Mot budi sang khi dén truong, toi thay khong
khi trong trudng ¢ vé 1a la thé nao ay. Céc chi 16p 16n hon
khong vao hoc ma tum nam, tum ba & san truong, nét mat ai
cling budn budn, c¢6 chi con khoc nita, vira luc ay tiéng
tréng vang 1én va chung t6i dugc 1énh xép hang ¢ gitta san.
Soeur hiéu truéng bude ra bao cho chung t6i mot tin budn,
thdy thé duc cta ching toi tirc vo s Ngoc Long da tir tran
trong mot 1an thi ddu voi mot vo si da den. Hom nay 1a ngay
dua dam thdy, cac chi 16p premiére thi sang bén truong
Sainte Marie dé di ciing voi hoc sinh bén d6 theo dam tang
1én tan nghia trang, con ching t6i nhiing 16p nhd thi chi
dung doc theo con duong ma dam tang s€ di qua gén
truong, dé tién biét thay lan cu01 Khi dam tang di ngang, tat
ca chung toi déu cui dau xudng, nhung moi nguoi déu nhin
thdy c6 mot ong Tay den to 16n di bén canh, dau ctr guc vao
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quan tai nhu dang khoc. D6 chinh 1a nguoi da gay nén cai
chét cua thay toi.

Ha Noi khong 1a noi chén nhau, cét ron cua t6i, nhung di 1a
noi nudi dudng tudi tho cua t6i, that ém dém, that diu ngot.
Nhimg niém vui ciing nhu nhimng ndi budn cua cai tudi an
chua no, lo chua t61, da tao thanh nhiing ky ni€ém ma ca doi
khong thé quén.Tudi tho cua toi that dan di. Toi thay that
vui v6i nhitng gi nhé bé trong tim tay, nhiing chiéc 14 bang
lam thanh con ngheo, nhimg bup lada th01 thay bong bong,
nhimng boéng hoa sdu nho bé day mot véc tay, nhiing bong
hoa gao do 6i nhit bén ho, hay nhiing canh hoa bim bip mau
xanh héi trom bén hang rao hang xém. Nhitng vat that tim
thudng, nhitng thir chang dang gi, ay thé ma voi t6i ching
da tro thanh nhimg tht mang day y nghia, chung dem dén
cho toi nhimg niém vui, nhitng thich thi v6 bo. Ching ve
vudt tudi tho cua toi, dét thanh nhiing ky niém vo gla ma
mai mai sau nay khi 16n khon, du & tudi ndo, cr moi lan
chot nghi dén thi trong long lai dang 1én mot niém xuc
dong, boi hoi.Tudi tho cua t6i, tudi tho, niém hanh phuc
tinh khoi, trong vat cia mot doi nguoi.

Ngay budc chan xubng tau thuy dé vao Nam, budi téi
hém dé, khi tau da ra khoi, mot minh leo 1én boong tau,
T nhin vé mot
noi ma toi nghi
do la Ha Noi
va roi nhiing
giot nudc mat
da chay xudng.
Lan dau tién
trong doi toi da
biét thé nao 1a
budn thuong,
la nhung nhé.
Ha N¢i, Ha
NOi cua toi o1,
nhé qua, ndi
nhé ram ran,
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nhé dén quan thit ca 1ong.

T6i yéu Ha Noi 13m, nhung 12 Ha Noi cua nhitng ngay
xa xua cil, ngdy ma chi em ngdi nghe 6ng anh ho nhé nguoi
yéu, nghéu ngao hat bai “Em t61” trén san thugng trong mot
dém day sao. Ngay ma ca nha dang hong gié & trudc san
phai bo chay vao nha, trong tiéng cuoi khac khich, khi nghe
tiéng kéu “P6 thung” cung tiéng gd cua cai go vao thung
g0, cua nhung ngudi di 1y phan dém. Ngay ma toi va li
ban choi “oan tu ti” dé chia nhau an keo ving, keo bot hay
ri nhau di nhét nhimg vo ve sau thoat xéc trén than cdy sdu
gia. Ngay ma may dia ng01 quanh Me, xem Mg lam 16ng
ruoi réi nham mat nhim mii lai ma kéu lén:

_ FEo 6i, ghé qua, sao gidng con sau thé ha me?

Sao ma nghe hanh phtc v cung! Nhitng ngay do6 nay
da xa that xa r6i.Tim & dau bay gio. Con ¢ ching chi 1a
nhitng ky niém da han sau trong ky trc, dd nam lan khut
noi tan cung ctia tim hon ma thoi.

“ Ha Noi, ngay thang cii, mai mii theo toi troi trén bién doi
Ha Noi, ngay thang cti, nhu miy nhu mua trong cugc tinh
toi
Ha Noi, con séng mai, chiéc 4o xanh lam, 40 tréng
nghiéng nghiéng mit hd
Tiéng 14 c6 don lang thang trdi trén via he, di duong
Xua vang ai cho....”

Tiéng hat Ngoc Ha tha thiét hon bao gio hét, ngam
ngli hon bao gid hét, va nhiing giot nudc mit ciing da roi
xudng tu bao gio: “Con dau nita, Ha Noi ngay xua oi, ta da
mat that rdi” Toi nghe budn budn trong hon, bdi hdi trong
tim.

Tuong Thay
Tucson- Az- 2007
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